Springfield Library

Director’s Report

15t Quarter 2025

January

Jan 14- Alicia Chase from the Office of the aging provided answers for those patrons
who had questions about Medicaid/Medicare.

Jan. 8, 15, 22, & 29 — JoAnn had greatly varying attendance at Story Time.

Jan. 31 — Book club had their regular meeting. Gretchen has been obtaining and
checking out the books requested by the club. Having just one staff member handling
this has resulted in a great improvement in keeping track of the book requests,
checkouts and returns.

Feb. — Melinda’s hours on Wednesdays have changed. During the month of February,
she attended online training workshops for the Annual Report which were held on
Fridays and did was not at the library on Wednesdays. Another reason for not coming in
on Wednesdays is because her work schedule at the Cherry Valley Library has change
and she is now there from 9:00-12:00 on Wednesdays. After submission of the Annual
Report she will be able to resume meeting with JoAnn on Wednesdays for one hour as
needed, but not on a regular bases as working in the library at that time is not conducive
to productivity in her administrative duties. These are better fulfilled during the hours
just prior to opening on Thursdays.

o Deb Miller has been attending the Annual Report Training workshop’s financial
sections held on Fridays this month.

o JoAnn is working on going through the children’s picture books and taking out
the thin paperback which tend to get lost and damaged by being shelved next to
the hardcover books. She then checks to see which ones have not circulated
recently and can be removed from the collection, which ones should be replaced
with hard cover copies and which can be re-cataloged as “Paperbacks” and kept
in bins. Melinda then orders the hard covers and re-processes the ones to keep
as paperbacks. It is anticipated that this will be an ongoing project for several
months.

Feb. 11 — Alicia Chase from the Office of the Aging again provided answers about
Medicaid/Medicare.

Feb.18 — Melinda submitted a grant application to Stewarts Shops to cover the cost of
one of the presenters scheduled for Summer Reading Program. Currently two are being
contracted: Ron Cain Magic Show; “The Magic of Color” and Pop Artist Michael Albert.
Each of these have a fee of $375 but will have the travel charge discounted ($350)



because they are being booked on the same day as Jordanville Public Library. More
grant funding availability is being researched.

Feb. 26 — Attendance at Story Time is slightly more regular but still varying from week to
week

Feb. 27 — Brian Lee of Four County Library System provided a Tech Program for those
who had questions regarding their devices and downloading e-books and audiobooks
using the Libby app. Despite this being a program requested by patrons and scheduling
it during a time when those patrons utilize other services in the Community Center, the
program was poorly attended. Brian did work with the tablet that the library purchased
for the purpose of providing the visually impaired and seniors with a mode a reading in
enlarged print. He was not able to get the Libby App to work on the tablet and took it
back to 4cls with him to have the tech department work with it.

o Feb. 27 — The Annual Report was accepted for submission.

Feb. 28 — JoAnn attended the Summer Reading Program Palooza at Sidney Library where
a variety of programing ideas, crafts and resources were presented.

o Gretchen continues to do an excellent job of ordering books for the Book Club
and keeping track of their meetings. The club remains very active with 14
members.

o Melinda purchased 30 new Large Print books through a publisher’s sale to
refresh the library’s Adult Large Print Fiction collection.

Mar. 4 — After several communications with the Community Foundation the decision
was made to rescind the currently open grant with the understanding that the library
may re-apply in the fall with requests that address the current needs of the library’s
patrons and staff availability.
Mar. 5 — Attendance at Story Time is averaging 17 children a week now.
Mar. 6 —The Junior Library Guild subscription was renewed, selecting a new category of
“STEAM” (science, technology, engineering, art, math) books to compliment this year’s
summer reading program and to freshen up the juvenile Non-Fiction collection.
Mar. 8 — The library has booked author, Jim Loudon to give a presentation of “The Little
Red Caboose” during the Springfield Community Center’s Easter Dinner.
Mar. 11 - Alicia Chase from the Office of the aging provided answers for those patrons
who had questions about Medicaid/Medicare. Pending: Alicia may set up an information
table during the Springfield Community Center’s Easter dinner
Mar. 15 — Martha brought “Baby Welcome Bags” to the library for distribution to the
two new babies (one born in January and one expected in April).
o New Large Print collection books arrived. LP section will be weeded to
make room for the new books.
o We have reached the halfway mark of progress in weeding out and re-
cataloging paperback picture books.



e Mar. 20 — Author, William Soldato presented his book “Under Too Long”. Which
describes his time as an undercover agent for the ATF and dealing with PTSD after being
undercover for an extended time. Attendance was 23.

o JoAnn gave out one of the “Welcome Baby Bags” at Story Time and Melinda
delivered the other one.

e Mar. 21— The Dymo Label Writer stopped working. It is being sent to 4cls for repair. This
will delay the processing of new and donated items until it returns.

e Mar. 25 — Received update on the Charter. It has not yet gone before the Board of
Regents. Possibly will in April.

o Re-cataloging of Juvenile picture/paperback books is two thirds completed.

e Mar. 27 — Board of Trustees Meeting.

Statistics
Attendance: January
Total Attendance: 255
Program attendance: 92
Computer users: 2

February
Total Attendance: 225
Program attendance: 77
Computer users:2

March
Total Attendance estimate: 318
Program attendance estimate: 128
Computer users:4

Number of circulation transactions (YTD: Mar. 20, 2025) -214

Computer Users: Adults 8, Juveniles 0

WiFi Usage

Usage
Name Encryption # Clients (kB) % Usage
Springfield
Library Open 25 8831258 75.29009
library staff WPA2 2 2148847  18.3198

library laptops WPA2 5 749537 6.39011






